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A METHODOLOGY FOR THE IMPIRICAL CLASSIFICATION
OF NEWSPAPER CONTENT BASED ON REAPER INTERESTS
* Order No. 8115242 *

. BENNETT, ELLEN MARION, PB.D  The Unrversiry of Tennessee, 1981 263pp.
Major Professor: Dr. Jack B Haskins

The pnmary purpose of this researth was 1o test the feasibibity of
producing empincal categones of newspaper content that represent
different kinds of news hkely to be read by a wide, diverse audience.

In parncular, complete hnkage duster analysis and several factor
analysis procedures were apphed o reader-interest data 1o determune
whether the cluster analysis or a selected factar procedure could achieve the
desired clasaficanon of newspaper content.

It was also hypothesized that demograpluc and hfe-style vanables could
be related 1o interest in empincally determined categones of news.

The reader-interest and background daiz were gathered personal <
interviews with an available. nonrandom sample of 280 adults. Each
respondent rated 93 newspaper headhnes uang Haskins' (1960) 0 to 100
ntle-ranmng techmque, a vahdated predqictor of actual readership, an
provided demographuc and lewsure-acovity nformanon .

Although a random sample of respondents was not necessary for the
methodoiogical purposes of the study. a controlied efforr was made to
lnterview persons §ath avanety of background charactensncs so that the
relanonstup berween background vanabies and reading interests could be
adequately anatyzed . .

The results of the clasificanon analvses revealed that the complete
hnkage clusier analysis and a selected fzctor analysis procedure (munmum
residuals, onthogonal) each 1dennfied a set of reader-1nterest categones
Tepresenting content likely to be read by a high proporuon of the audience
tested Furthermore. the categones produced by each method were found
10 be hughly interpretable

Incremental analyses determuned that the. preducted quchence coverage
provided by representanve content from the 16 factors produced and the
precicied coverage achieved by representanve content from the 16 clusters
1dentfied are 856 percent and 85 0 percent, respecnvely It was therefore
concluded that the two empincal clasaficanon techmiques are equally
useful 1n terms of speafying categones of content which, as a group, are
bkely to reach a wide audience ) -

Although a cluster analysis and the factor analysis each produced 16
reader-interest categones which cover the 1hterests of about 85 percent of
the audience, the composion of the clusters and that of the factors are not
the same. Future research wall have to determne whether the clusters of the
factors are closer to gerual, rephcable categones of reader intevest

In the factor analvsis of the data. the factonng of jong. 1mnal factors
was employed The usefulness of thus nﬁ process was tested by
calculanng the incremental precicted auchence coverage provided by the
new factors, and 1t was found that the new analyses revealed conase and
mterprewble factors of reader interest which substannally ephance
precicted audient¥coverage .

The demographuc and hfe-style charactensucs of the respondents were
found 1o be related to levels of interest 1n the various categones of news:
developed by the factor analysis. Onerall, the demographics proved to be
the domunant discnmunators Discnmunant analyses dtermuned the relanve
surength of the background vanables in disunguishing among levels of
. lnterest 1n the vanous categones of news. and crosstabulaton tables

rev ealed speafic differences suggested by the discnminant analyses. ¢

.
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PRINT MEDIA AND STATE TRIAL COURTS: A STRUCTURAL ~
ANALYSIS Orde_r No. 8108270
BURNETT, CaTHLEEN, PE.D  Vanderbilt Unrversiry, 1980 239pp Adwiser: ..
Professor G. Russell Carpenter : .
This dissertabon mvestigates the news reporter role as mediator

baveenthclqa]symmdthepubbcTworcpoﬂznmmmecounhqx‘se'
beat 0o different papers are compared. Three tnal level courts are
examned (Circunt, Chancery and Cniminal) and normal news stones are
compared 1n terms of attention, emphasis and tendency gven o the law A

" method of structural analyns developed by Demel Pate I employedto
mterpret the texts. The method examines surface level content as well as

“miegrates the symbohc system. ’

Q
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Chapter I describes the specific contegts of the formal legal activity of -
the courthouse and conchides that the dlerks’ clasaificaton syspem 15 Jess
useful o the reponers’ scan for news than past contact with, attorneys and

Chapter ITT discusses the concept of attenntiofi and offers itasa
subsntute for the notion of selection of stones The reporter mantaihs
control over the daily stones and the sources and on the surface ievel, news
from the courthouse does not appear o be “distuptive” 10 the legal order

In Chapter IV, three stones are chosen as representative of normal coun

" reporung and analyzed, Firsy, the entertainment funchion 1s found 1o be

t over the informanon function. What 1 taken for granted by the
reporter demonstrates that the speaking positon that the reporters take 1
one of an 1nsider, someone in-the-know All three siones manifest values of
aniagonism toward government or professionalidm and at the same ume
view the legal sysiem in a favorable hight, as a resolver of problems.

Chapter V examipes the role of beat reporter as it interfaces with the
role of editor Submyned copy 15 compared (o pnated copy and 1t 15
sugpested that the beat reporter manages his editor rather than vice versa
On an everyday basis, the echtor makes conservanve changes while the :
TepOrLer attempls 1o write more colorful stones ' -

Finally, Chapter VI explores the effect of compenton on polmcal and
pon-pohiucal stones. Two reporners are compared and only at the 1n1tal
stage of attending to the news 1tem does compeunon affect the reporting of
the non-polincal story However, a sgmificant difference appears on the
surface level as well as on the deeper value level between the two
compenng reporers in the pohucal dodhain Interesungly, only public
mfgrmanon 1s reporied. Furthermore, very hntle information 1S exclusive to
one paper For all the ume spent 1n currying fav or wath the partes 1n the
pohucal tal, hule of the priate informanon 1s published. It s suggested
that reponcr“soume relanonships are important for non-1nformanon
ms_}ahns

e purpose of thus project, then, 1s to ask what 15 the message within
and behind the news The focus has been QD a parucular kind o?news—-of
tnal courts The attempt has been 1o offer a Wanlo read news stones that 15,
controlied and comprehengive, that Jgnores intention, and that can stand
alone Thus1s a prerequusite to be able to study the communicabon process
& a whole, from sender o message 1Q receiver '
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COMPUTERIZATION VIEWED AS ORGANIZATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY ITS IMPACT ON:THE STRUCTURE OF
NEWSPAPER ORGANIZATIONS ’ Order No. 8118155

CARTER\A&Q Hoerle PH D The Urnersin of Nebraska - Lincoln,
1981 222pp Adviser Johm B Cullen .

Findings ‘ro~ research ch has sough: to explain the impact of
technology ox, the structuré of forma. orzanizations have proven
inconclusive parucularly when the compater has been viewed as a form of
technolog: This has led to conjectures that both technology and
computenzaLon have been over-rated regarding tneir polenual for
wnfluenang organizabonal structure

A review of the literature suggested tha: par' of the disappointment or
inconsisiencies 1 the findings couid be attnbuted to previous
conceptuatizauon and measurement of computenzation In an altempt to
understand furtner the-relationship hetween organization structure angd
technology ar inira-organizationgl field survey was conducted 10 discern
the impac: of the computer wher 1L conceptualization wzs extended o,
represent organ.zauonal technology Ratner than cons:denpg only the
informationa! aspects of the computer as earher studies had an extended
perspecuse was adopled’in which the computer was viewed as
encompassing workflow and operauons technologv as well as information
technology Thisview of the computer necessitated the creauon of
measurement indices capable of assessing the extent of computer utihzation
rather than the number of subunits using the computer or simply the
obsen ation of 1S presence on-site

Published sources and a suney questronnaire retyrned by 67 managing
editors were ysed 10 collect data o test the impact of the computer on five
structural dimensions of U'S dails newspaper organizations <peaifically
locus of deaision making division of labor momtonng/control
formahzation and administrative iniensit, Adcinonally the relationship
between computenzabon and age of the organization unsonization and
orgamzational size were 1nv esugated

b -
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Orzanuanonal size was found 1o moderate the technolog: -locus of news
decision and technology-locus of personnel decision relationships as well as
the technology - funcnonal diversification relatonship Tests of main effects
hvpotheses reveaied only tmited suppont for the nonon that computer
technology sigmficant!y influences the syuctural dimensions of newspape§

- 4 organizauons While two measures of t logy were found to be
significant pred.fxors of functional différentabon, organizational age was
the best predictor of locus of producten decisions and the presence of a

' ¥ producuon union was the.best predictor of mpnitoning/control and

formalization Despite the evidence from pre\ous findings, none of the
contextual vanables included in the study were useful 1n predicung
admin:strative intensin

. it was concluded that future research musi attend not only to the
conceptualizanon and,measurement of computenzation, but also to the
conceptuiahzanon and measurement of the structunng vanables,
partucularly the locus of deasion making Finally, it was suggested that
organizanonal syructures which can accommodate and faciitate pervasive
computer integration mai conform to Mintzberg's (1979) descnpuons of
Adhocracy .

-
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COMMUNITY ORIENTATION AND NEWSPAPER R.E‘.ADINF: A
TIVE STUDY OF THE COMMUNITY IN
URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS Order No. 8114160
Cosaey, Roses FLoaseTH, PR.D. Syracuse Univeraty, 1980. 120pp.
Mx‘émwmﬂmmmF@s
mwedonmnaeunmunnisvhid!makeupparopolmnmmd
memmmnyncmpmgmmmﬂy.whmmmerﬁm
examining predictors of readership, urban and suburban communities are
contrasted. Theoretical issues are addressed while giving consideration to
pngmancqusmznsconwmn;;eopzphicsegmmunouofmenzwspapet
” “ meﬂeaedfmmxmmdmdnak.repr&nm“mm
mmadamdmwmoﬁnnmwmomenapommdmmm
memnpkmmmn;;,gmpmkmmmmmbv
dunng M . o

 the analysss, factor analysis was used to identify disanct components
dmmmm-mmwmmmem
bawemindivi@akandcmnnunmmﬂvgqnponenuxdmnﬂed
tiffer tn the ways 1n which they develop in the individual Some develop
over time; &thers reflect one’s position tn Life cycle. More importantly, these
axnponmmmmpredicﬁveofmm}mity‘msp;tpamduﬂnpm
ofdaﬂyncwspapermduship,ldmﬁﬁanmvnhouesq:munnymd'
mnmwmdsmhnﬁhﬂmmmmmeormmm
ncwspapermdersmp.Mmyofmesomlmddanomhxnmblsvm
have consistently predicted daily readership, are not related tothe

In further examning the predictors of community newspaper
mduship.zvaaldiﬂam&nergedbeweengmunmdurban
eommﬁnmaThis:sduemmeumtonthedﬂmngmnofm&
communties. Suburban communities are clearty more familial, both 1
MmmpanjmmmofwmmUmnmqemsM
mmmmﬁﬁaﬁonwhhmarmnmnymnmmmmdmtsdg
‘Whﬂecanmunity:dmﬁﬁanmdcvdopsmmcnyidlylpmewbtmn
never réaches the level it does in urban.areas.

This study concludes that commumty and daily newspapers ha
different functions for the individual The commumity newspaper the
mdividnal’spmonallife.lhnsidewhichcomthefamnymdme

- home. This basic funcbon is exhibited differently in urbean and suburban
communities. For the urban individual, the comaminity pewspiper i "
mpmuwmedﬁlmbahmmmofmmumqum
ddnuz.thepcpabemumimpaumbeame'msumen_m.emthe
individual's life when identification with the community and localistic
sttitudes are their strongest. )

Famcmb\nblnmdivmmemmunitymwerudsthe
mdimeptﬁminw:mmuyvhig:huvuyhmn.hnm
meum—&ﬁmmrdeormemummmfm -
mmwmmummwwwm
suburban individual J
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THE BROKEN QUILL: JOURNALISM IN CONGRESSIONAL .
CAMPAIGNS OrderNo. 8125108
Evans, Susan Hope, PH.D The University of Michigan, 1981 136pp
Chairhan Peter Clarke :

This study examines the way a national sample of pohtical
reporters (N = 71) covers congressional campaigns Interviews with
journalists, content analysts of news columns, and contextual

features of each dustnict (e g.. Federal Election Commssion reports of -

expenditures, vote tallies) are combined to create an unusual view of
the workings of the local press :

Evidence s arrayed in chronological fashion. trom newsgatnenng
practices, through journakstic screening mechanisms, 10 news .
columps. ’

Newsgathenng techniques deserve scrutiny because they revedl
novel insights into how much reporters know about candidates and
how much news space they capture. Newsmaking dunng campagns
8 the result of interaction between two sets of organizahonal
resources the newspaper's (e.g , energy of the reporter) and the
candidate’s (e.g., tenure in office or size of campaign war chest).

Joumalists' selective use of facts and events 1s shaped by .
professional standards of newsworthiness and expectations about
audience Interest. We examine these discretionary filters through
which news eyents flow Analysis compares the way journalists
perceive f:,:%swhw races, judge the merits and hiabilities of the
contende write about the campaign 1n news artcles.
Reporters’ subjective interpretation mediates between candidate
appeals promoted on the campaign trail and COpy appearing in news
artcles In particular, challengers' issue stands and ties to electorally
significant groups fade from view

‘News attention, for both incumbents and challengers. varres with
competitiveness of race Campaigns with tight outcomes receive
vastly more coverage than less hotly contested races lronically, .
mcumbents draw much more coverage than challengers in precisely
those races where challengers have a chance of gaining victory--
races with close outcomes The most revealing way to understand this .
incumbent-challenger gap 1s by examining types of reporting themes
Some news Jopics are treated in a balanced way; others aré not

The findings offer clues to understanding the stronghold
incumbents occupy in congressional contests This research alsc
highlights f&portorial practices that might affect voters' ability to make
reasoned choices at the polls

.
THE BRITISH RADICAL PRESS AND BRITISH FOREIGN
POLICY, WITH EMPHASIS ON FRANCE, 1850-1860
Order No. 8115334

Hexwick, ReBecca BOWDEN, PHD  Unrversuy of Maine, 1980. 297pp.
Adwviser: Wilham J Baker

This study®f the Bntsh Radical press and Bnitish foreign policy, with
emphasis on France, 1850-1860, was designed to help fill a notable gap 1n
the lustoncal hterature on Victonan England It defined the principles of
the old Charnsts, 2 vita] and vocal segment of the Brinsh Radicals, and gave
imsight into their influence on Bnitish foreign policy and Connnental
Republicamism. Radical newspapers and penodicals of the 1850s; written
for a proletanan refMershup, were the pnnapa! pnimary sources-used in the
research. .

France was chosen as the central reference of this study because France
was England's military and diplomanc ally 1n the mid-mneteenth ceatury,
and also because 1t emerged as the Radicals’ philosophical enetny when 1t
beaame an autocracy

The relationship of the Radicals with continental revolutionary exiles
resident 10 England and the influence of the latter on Radical opniobeere
cons) Bnush foreign pohicy relating 1o continental affairs was assessed

e pent of view of the Radicals’ pnincaples of nternsbonal
ism, ciass consciousness, Repubbcanism, and anti-Russian and
ano-Freach xenophobia. . ’

-
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’ EHNCHY,SOQALSI'IAWMN.MOPE\ION “The second period ¢ 1+ 1907, with the publication of a

FORMATION: AN ANALYSIS OF ETHNIC PORTRAYAL IN ~  Russian-lan ’ i ?

. -language weekly with strong socislist leanings and ended

THE VANCOUVER NEWSPAPER PRESS, '1”5'1976 . with the outbreak of World War |, after which Russisn-language
IRDRa, DoREEN Marx, PE.D. Simon Fraser University (Canada), 1979. periodicals published in New York City faced new problems in & new
Senios Sib . Michael Kenny ::mchu:arqledmemfro;&u;eovefallperiodm::?-wﬂ.A

v i . . . ive reckoning grves a to fen titles publi in the second

-'Eth_nhtygndthemsmednhavebeenm_mmmﬂmon - dénod, not including unverified claims of tities published and
Qm&nwugy,yamymofmemmmetyo uniocated tties. There were thirteen editors for the ten titles. Six have
htvenapmnﬂybgenaplotethpammh:.vaylmkmmnc , been characterized as socialists, four were progressive and three
_mmuonhs_bempudtohonbemedhmtheisnsmdevmwm were tsarist-Orthodox. In 1907, with the start of this second period, a
involve ethnicty ‘Ihisthsisexmﬁindeuilho‘medﬂywper new audience was sought in the ethnic Russian immigrants who had
press o ancouver, British Columbis, has portrayed ethnicity between been coming to America in increasing numbers since the beginning of
19(}5 1976. the twentieth century, and had settied throughout the Urited States
Thepﬁmndanwcfatmsmdymmawmgha and Canada. A great deal of the inftiative for this new publishing
putenzed cogtent analysis of the press dunng the decades 1905-1914, activity came from political emigres who had fled Russia after the-
:1937, 2pd 1967-1976; The Vancoaver Province and Vancouver Daily tailure of the 1905 Revolution By 1911, there were three domnant
Worldwere considered in the fir& of these eras, the Vancouver Province . Newspapers that were vying for the loyaity of the ethnic Russan
and the)Vancouver Sun were dealt with in the second, and the Vancouver seftiers in Amenca, they represented the socialist, quast-socialist o
‘Sun in the third One out of every thirieen issiies printed was sampled, or progressive, and tsanist-Orthodox points of view By 1914. no one of
approximately tweive bundred issues in all. This saqple generated ,  thém had won out over the others, but all had achieved sufficient
approxmmately four thousand items specifically dealing with eshnucity, readership to be pubiished daily, except Sunday. -
which were then coded in terms of twenty-eight content and format Throughout the period 1889-1914,:New York City was the eenter
vanables. This data was subsequently analyzed to generate ume specific, - . for Russian-lariguage periodical publishing in the United States.
quandﬁedmmtsabwthowthaenewspapersduhnmucbohhe —~ .
many ethnic and natonal groups which received substantal press attennon. -
A social and economuc context for each of these groups was provided n P .
::!cr mxllusmucm;he relanonship between press porrayal and the place of -
group 1n Canadian socety. . ' TREAT RNA
TR AT SO gt ctasatne T T et 2o T RELATES

press portrayal of ethmicity in the present day, the mpact of sigmatc press
coverage on Vancouver Sikhs between 1975 and 1977 was subsichanly TO THE RIGHTS OF STUDENTS TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES .
considered: the data bases for this of the study were a daily content’ IN PRINT OrderNo.8121655
analysts of South Asian ews items Vancouver Sun dunng the first KnoTT, Davio L, Eo D The University of Toledo, 1981. 128pp.

half of 1975, parhcibant observanon duning the same period, and a formal

survey of one bandred male Sikhs amtudes to the media camed out in The purpose of this study was to assess the degree of treatment of
1977 s the Eoncepts of the First Amendment rights of students presented in

selected, recently pubhished high school journalism textbooks The-
study was designed to test two questions. (1) To what degree do
. high school journalism textbooks pu blished since 1970 contain a

evaluanve. with the co discussion of the rights of stédents fo express themselves freely in

better covm‘gtf than muiﬂgﬁﬁxcagmmzﬁm their school newspapers? (2) With what references do high school

through tme the Batsh, Amencans, and Western Eur have journahsm textbooks pubkshed since 1970 deal with the First

cqusistently been porrayed more favorably than those Who have been Amhir;?ment nghts %1 students to express themseives freety in thei

perceived to . sC newspapers: .

evidcince mdmlﬂgﬁﬁ:&g :or;?;qmﬁ 2’:‘:: ::1 ual The 1870 publication date was used because the Supreme Court o»

fashion i w huch the Vancouver hew spapers portray ethaicty has served s ruking in the Tinker case in 1969 led to scores of subsequent ’coun

an important legtimanon for the s0Cie-econoMC Pm}*les of majonty decisions which significantly changed or clarified the law as it relates

+ group indiiduals at the expense of others. - . to 'hs:'hrgh school press

. ected for this study were the five high school journaiism
’ textbooks appearing most freguently on the adoption lists of the ten

largest school dstnicts in the Onited States and the eighteen states

. It was found that throughout the twenneth century the press has
generated relanvely coherent stereory pes of both domesuc and foreign
groups Moreover. these press stereotypes have tended Lobe ughly

g , EW

THE RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE PERIODICAL PRESS ': N8125321 having statewide adoption of textbooks A content analys:s instrument
YORK CITY FROM 1889 TG 1914 - Order No. was developed to provide both a quantiative and a qualitative
KamLOWiCH, ROBERT AnTHONY, D L.S. Columbia University, 1981 measurement of the content of these textbooks Thirteen points of law

relating to the high school press were used as the standard against

537p8. odical which these textbooks were measured
Ths study 8 co\r{mgfe;réed mh::;ﬂgwggaﬂ arvd with A The quantitative measurement revealed that one textbook
publishing 1n New h 'g o emigrated 1 Amenca and nciuded no legal references whatsoever, while two textbooks
Russian Jews and ethnic U”‘T’: tud also}seeks to form & discussed only the three points of iaw related to libel Some of the
were involved in 1ts ““g,‘f,',’:’;, ga":z:m{w vity and political and legal precedents set atter 1968 were reported by the other two
, genesal understanding te nity ffom Russia a3 they are nxtbooks but in neither textbook was the discussion more than \
cultural attitudes in the immugran ommu Yew York Gity for the minimal Littie detail or elaboration was offered by any textbQok on
d”:,:;bed in the Russian-language press in . anyol thethirteen points of law
per ’ , . ; Results of the qu alitative measurement indicated that four of the
- The dates of publication of "“T‘:‘.":‘;"p'“‘?g‘;‘ ;2;::' -:?'eg_sw,th five textbqoks included a considerabile number of indrect references
- dde into two separate peéwdg- e e periodical in New York 10 student press law. Most such references were by imphcation rather
the publication of the first ““t‘::‘m U tle un this period ce ' than citation Two of the textbooks were very subtie in their
City, and ended in 1898, when o published. five of them Clustered . implications Two other textbooks were far more direct and trequently
publication A total :;e six Thm;re: WW::‘ ::‘n pors tors for the sixlities and implied that the law, particularly libel, is an ever-present threat to the
m the gfe::fsaes-: B T e arTes and socialists o sympathetic high achool journalist. Both of these textbooks tended to present the
;f;o:ch e ”ﬁm Deriod was dominated byfhe presence of Jews rights of the student journalist as secondary to the will of school or
who had emigrated from Russia. The majority Russian Jews active Wf';mu ng'y :\:t:.\;em o :
" aocalist, Fussian-language publishing gradully turned 1o the o O O e e e eoctonts in pre bt siinitii i
Yiddish language. 8 more viable medium b:' which to reach the Jewrsh were to in rred ":"\ -
/mmiarants IHNNYMW n 1“'“‘"“ dw‘]aﬂ newspa ’Eachdum textbooks also ref to vital
Russian-language periodicsi, there were no sttempts to - /
) '"n.ﬁhsh \n Russian in the frst period. . .
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importancs of the First Amendment to the safeguarding of Amernican
democracy. The taliure of these textbooks 1o report adequately the
law relating 1o the student press couid tend to alienate aiready .,
skeptical students. Such an omission also does a disservice to the
journatsm disciphine 1p that the law 1s a vital factor to be considered in
every aspect of publishing. Students need to know understand
press law f they are to be adequately prepared t k § careerin
journalism And finally, whether we really want our schools to prepare
students for life in a democratic society must be questionad.

answer s yes, then a strong journalism education and a free student
press can offer great assistance. But high schools must be willing to
_practice democratic principles, including the promotion and support
of a free student press, with all the ramifications that can entail

THE EFFECT OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ON NEWS
VALUES Order No. 8115008
LANGE, James CorDEN, PH.D. Unrversity of Minnesota, 1981 196pp

Workung from dufferences 1n‘econormuc, pohitcal and informational
development among eight countnes (United States, England, South Afnea,
Rhodesia, Kenya, Zambia, Ghana and Uganda), differences in three value
patierns (development onentation, ebtism and tolerance) were predicted
Specifically, the less deve ons were expected (o place greater value
on mobilizaton, cooperation, the future, individuals of high status, !
government, and the discnmunanon between sexes, races and ethnic
groups. Assuming that these value patierns are generauve mechanism for
content selection rules which transcend the institutional gatekeeping
processes, these differences were searched for in commumication content
Nationa! daily newspapers were chosen 1o provide the content due to their
comparability and their easy availabihty m microform. .

The precictive model for development orientation (kappa = 45) and
elitism (kappa = 26) were successful, while the tolerance hypothesis ad
slightly Jess well than chance (kappa = -.04). The impbcations of these
findings for amehorating one of the north-south confhas about the ‘new
journahstc order’ 1s discussed, along with the imphcabons for wire-service
editors wishing to inerease their use rates in foreign markets. Speculabons
are made about the applicabon of thus approach to the stdy of
interpersonal and intercultural commumcation.
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THE SOVIET JOURNALIST: A CULTURAL ANA'LYSI§"
Order N0,'8127647

¥
MiLLS, Ritia DEan, PH D University of liinois at UrbanasChampaign,
1981 231pp K

Most Western studies of the Soviet press havg: implicitty of
explictly, approached the subject with the assumption that the (-
. media and Soviet journalists are flawed versions of thew Western
counterparts. The author of this study attempted to wproach_
subject on its own terms. Using techniques of cuitural an.atysns. e
author trieq to-enter the symbolic world of Soviet journalists and
descnbe that worid in terms which were at the same time faithful to
the subject and understandable to Western readers. The primary
object of analyss was Zhurnahst, the monthly organ of the Soviet
Union of Journalists. ) ‘
The study develops a self-portrart of Soviet journalists which s tar
from the passive propagandizer of Westernstereotype. Soviet ,
joutnalists’ conceptions of their own r might be braken down into
the following categones: (1) ~ideologic or” for the party. Thig
role, which has of all the roles most attention in the West,
journalistic repertoire.
Officially, the journalist’ i t obligation is stilj to furthe,
the cause of the Commuritst Party X2) Literary craftsman Partof the
European literary tradition in alism, Sowviet journalists consider
excellent wnting essential to good journahism (3) Publicist and
reporter The publicist, the journalist as advocate for a Manust.
Leninest pownt of view, was the original model for Sowiet journalists as
developed by Lenin. it remans important. But surprisingly, the
ournalist .. a8 relatively dstached conveyor of information -
mwugmu\mmhmmhpfmn
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the mirror image of what is occumming in the United S.lat_&'l. where
interpretive journalism has been gamning on “objective !oyrqallsm

{4) Investigative reporier. More than is generally recognized in the
West, the Soviet journalist is concerned with finding and correcting
thosa elements of his/her society which do not work or _work .
inefficiently. I this role, Soviet journahsts show increasing signs of
conflicts with other professionals in Soviet society who wou!'d rather
keep such information from mass dissemination (5) Citizen's friend
In the vast and often unresponsive Soviet bureaucracy, the journairst
s frequently asked to intervene té correct injustices against individual
ctizens (6) Member of the collective To an extent difficult to imaging
in the more consciously competitive societies of the west, the
1ournahist in the Soviet Union worries publicly about how to handle
problems of poor protessional performance without harming the
professional Journahsts keap up-a constant diaiogue on the correct
ethical understanding of rights and Bbligations within the collective

The author concludes that Sowviet journalists'woles are more
nteresthing, more difficult, and more fluid than Westemers have
generally believed them to be, that Soviet journalists, far from f
deserving the pity sometimes heaped on their presumably passive
character, may even offer new approaches to prohiems that
journaists around the worid face; and that despite their different
histones and ostensibly different purposes, Soviet journalists and
Amencan journalists have, in some ways, surprisingly similar
conceptions of their profession and similar problems in defending
those cgnceptions against other members of their own societies,

THE AMERICAN PRESS OMBUDSMAN OrderNo.8121225

MOGAVERO, DonaLo THOMAS, PH D University of Wastungton, 1981
363pp Charrperson Roger A Simpson

The concept of the newspaper ombudsman ts borrowed from the
Swedish, meaning intermediary Currently there are over 25 such
programs operating at daily newspapers across the countr’y R
Seventeen of these programs provide the data for this study

Unlike his Swedish ancestor, the American ombudsman has not
grown @s a quast-official institution for the press at large, but rather as
an independent, though "wholly owned", member of each individual

‘organization Thus. the definttion of the embudsman’s role and duties
ts as diverse as each paper and the communily he serves \

Section | s designed primarily to place Yhe data on the
ombudsmen programs into context, developing a series of theoretical
boundaries which will add perspective to that information Chapter |
exami the found ation for the development of critical programs for

" monigking press performance through the interpretation of the

Comussion on Freedom of the Press Chapters Il and 11l chart the
historic al development of American critical attitudes t d the press
from the early years of the 20th Century to the prue'ﬁo:r:; aiso .
follows the historical path of the ombudsman concept from Swedish
antiquity to its adoption by the Amencan press Chapter IV closes this
section by examning the more inimed;ate bases for adoption of the
ombudsmen programs by the press

Section |} outlines the nature of the ombudsman’s duties,
documenting the differences and similarities among the programs

$tudied Chapter V offérs anintroduction to the procedural aspects of
,the ombudsman’s role. presenting an overview of the approaches

used in interpreting the role and outlining the methods used for
establishing an inttial ink with the pubhic. Chapters Vi and Vi
recognize the two primary operating objectives of the ombudsman
programs--the external or pubhc function and the internal cnitical
function Considerations necessary for balancing these roles are
examined in detal. '

Section Il concludes the dissertation attempting to prowvide
perspective for the research preceeding it in Section Il. Section |l
aiso charts the parallels that have emerged throughout the research
relating to the ombudsman programs and the context offered in
Section |. Chapter Vill is directed toward a review of the measures by
which the ombudsman is able to determine the effectiveness of his
respective program and approach. Chapter IX concludes by
summanzing the matenal and refocusing the research vis a vis the
question posed at the onget. lssues for further study are aiso 190/ated
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NIGERIAN NEWS IN FOUR UNITED STATES “ELITE
" DAILIES™. AN ANALYSIS OF THE COVERAGE OF CIVILIAN
AND MILITARY GOVERNMENTS (1960-1966, 1966-1979)
~ o Order No. 8117946
MouaMMED LMAR. PH D [he Florida State Untversin, 1981 158pp
Major Professor Theodore Clevepger, Jr :

This study attempts to quanufs the coverage of \igena and the
attitudes tow ard that country expressed by the United States prdegglt also

’ attempts 1o answer the question of whether the press framed the content of

its Nigenan stones in terms of U'S poliucal and social 1deals The study 1s
based on a contenranalysis of news of \igena published in The New York
I'{unu[d The Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune. and The Mam:

era .

. The news stones of the four new spaper ere randomivsampled dunng
the penods between October 1. 1960 and October 31, 1979 A total of 62
news stones were rgeorded in the four newspapers '

The megsunng instrument for the study was designed (1) To
determine the amount of coverage-ghen to Nigena. This include
companng the news stones over ime penods and companng the coverage
of Nigena by the newspapers in terms of numbey of stones trends
followed. space covered. and the tvpe of.coverage\(2) Todetermine the
attitude of the press toward Nigenan newsmakers (Was the story favorable,
unfavorable or neutral toward the referent?) Using a two stage coding
procedure the stones were submutigd to raters for evaluaton The raters
1idennfied the newsmakers and the direction and 1ntensity of atutudes
expressed toward them

The following results were fourid The ng!nan coverage in Amencan
papers was much higher duning the “\igenan Civil War than dunng any
other penod. The Mew York Times pnnted more news stones. by far, on
Nigena and devoted more space to that country than any of the other three
newspapers.

The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, and The Chicago Tribune
wrote more hard news on Nigena than The Muarm Herald, but The New
York Times and The Mwam: Herald pnnted more feature stones than the
other papers The four newspapers did not follow the sahne trend 1n
coverage across the total tne penod The similanty between the papers ~
occured dunng the Civil War when they all showed an increase in their
coverage of Nigena, followed by a decline after the Civil War

The space devoted to the N1genan news in the four newspapers was

. scarcely enough 10 inform the Amencan readership of significant
developments in Nigena.

The foreign newsmakers who were concerned pnmanly
humanitanan, economic, and polincal matters and Migenan [bos and Ibo
insututions were the entities most covered in the four newspapers -

A majonty of foreign individuals and institutions and some of the
Nigenans who were covered in the reported events that included
partcipabon of foreign nationals were treated favorably by the four
newspapers .

Nothing was repoted-on United States dependence on Nigenan oil,
arousing a speculanon that the United States press was not sensibzed to the
il problem or was not partisan 1n its reporung because of it

Results show in part, that Amencan 1deals and interests sometmes
seemed to 1nfluence the way thefour newspapers treatgd and covered
Nigenan affairs But the general finding of the study wadthat the United
States press did not aiways repori N news 1n terms of its relatuonship
1o Amencan 1deals and 1nterests -~
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CRISIS REPORTING: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF FOUR
BLACK AFRICAN CASES (1967-1979). (VOLUMES I AND ')

. Order No. 8115021
Nwosy, IKecHurwt ExocH, PH D Universiry of Minesora, 1981 598pp,

»  Amajor issue 1n nternabonal mass communicatiofdpday 1s the
- COonunuing concern among scholars and vanous experts about the current
Patern of news and informauon flow berween the industnalized nations
Complaunts about the 1nadequacy of Third World news cos efage 1n the
Wmmmehbo&hmdmdqndm.hﬁnnm
m;MWaHudmndWmmOudhmy f:m
areas of consensus on both sides of this controversy is that more hard data
mwdbyMMmﬂﬁsmhnkwrﬁynemdmhh
time t0 make the continuing debate and search for solutions on the 1ssue
\ $
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+ An often-neglected aspect of this problem is direct systematic inquiry

into the role of the Western mass media in the reporting and interpretation = °

_ of Third World Crises or armed conflicts. This study is an attempt to fill a

.~ small part of this lag. It is essentially a systematic ‘and critical inquiry into
an aspect of the news-flow problem as it exists in a region of the Third
Wdrld—Black Africa. Specifically, it is a dissection of how a sample of

. selected influential British and Amencan newspapers reported and

interpreted four Black African armed conflicts over a twelve-year period.

The major tool of research was systematic content analysis; pius
substantial use of research evidences or data reports, newspaper excemts
and reasoned arguments and conclusions offered by the research literature
or other specalized documents in this issue. The research approach
adopted was the comparative analytcal case study approach. Eight key
variables were identified and nine hypotheses were tested in the study. The
data.generated after the imtial story coding procedure were computer
analyzed, using the Social Sciehoe (SPSS) Package.

The study's findings show that these four Black African conflicts were
generally under-reported (quantity) and inadequately interpreted (quality)
by the Brinsh and American newspapers exaruned. The little amount of
news and other items published by these newspapers wege shallow,
unanalyzed matenals that lacked appropnate polincal, ical, economic
and cuitural perspective. Again, most of the rtems published were found to
be buriéd on the inside pages of these newspapers agd so had very low
attention scores or readership potentials. Furthermore, except in the
Nigeria-Biafra Wir, the newspapers were found to have placed undue
emphasis on the reportage of hard news stones such as actual bettles and
udeological conflicts, and largely neglected soft and constructive news
stones such as peace ot settlement efforts and the human sufferings
mvolved in the cnises.

The findings also suggest that except 1o the Angolan case, the British
and Amencan newspapers tended to report more stones onginatng from

§ datehnes or factions m the four conflicts that were supported by therr home
governments than from the opposing sides. It was further found that, with
the excepton df the Nigena-Buafra conflict, the newspapers tended to
report more favorable stones about factions supported by their home
governments than about the other sides unsupported by therr home
governments. An undue nationalistic and ideglogical reporting tendency
among the newspapers was also revealed—wjth the former beng most
pronounced in the Zaire Cnsfs witere Western avibans were pant of the
victims and the later being most noticeable 1o the Angolan conftict

The study also found that contrary to the contenton of some crites of
Western media coverage of the Thurd World, the newspapers depended
more on their own foreign correspondents than any other source (e.g. wire
services or local bylines) in their coverage of the four wars. Important
differences were also found in several respects among the Batish and
Amencan newspapers’ reportage of these cnses, with the Britsh newspaper
not doing a better job at interpretation as was predicted. A positive

correlation was found betweeg the number of items used by the
newspapers 1o reporng thafbur wars and the amount of space they  *
devoted to these stones.

The newspapers were also found to have reported more stones at the
beginning of the actua! shooung wars and at the actual end penods 1n the
. four cnses, than at the muddle penods, the penods preceding the wars, and
*  the penods after the wars. This trend was found to be most pronounced in
the longer crises These findings led to the formulanon of a tentative
 hypothesis that aftempts to descnbe the trend of Western reporting of
armed conflicts iBlack Afnca and perhaps other regions of the Third
World-—-the Vulture Reporung Hypothesis. .

. NEWSGATHERING IN THE LEGISLATURE: THE IMPACT OF
REPORTER-SOURCE EXCHANGES Order No. 8115033
RICHARDS, BARBARA, PR.D University of Minnesoa, 1981 370pp

By examining press acuvity 1n the Tennessee and Minnesota
lepisiatures, this paper explores the influence of the press on a
governmenta) insutution. Most other stuches concentrate on press impact
on the public, an 1mportant, alben dufferent, concern. Here, by highhghting
Jeadership response to the press, or more accurately, the interaction
between the reporters and the officaals, the areq obgreatest influence
potential can be 1solated. The mass public consntutes a Power base for the
press: by discussing press impact oo polincal institutions, the pubbc is not
gnored but instead 1s reduced to a sangle factor in the larger scheme of
interaction between journahshe institutions and the exercse of politcal
power. It is because 1t has the ear of the ciizenry that the press can clam
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official artenon; and it is through oficial institutions that press impact on
the public can be tansisted imo polincal action.”
memwmummmum; foran_
" examnation of politieal reporters: the press 15 composed of reporters
mmmmmmmmmﬁ?umml;mum
face frequent re-election and thus are concerned with their public image
conveyed through the metha; the large number of particpants provides
multipie avenues for policy imput by interested parties including reporters;
and, finally, the decision-making environment can be a volanie one. With
the'large number of pownts for press access and the diversity in terms of
3 ip, Ratus, ideology, and personality of ts members, the legislatve
branch provides the nchest single source of data illummau? the 1ssue of
press influence on government. ) '
The antitudes of reporters and legislators and the 1meracton between
the rwo groups consttute the fqundanon for press influence Both groups .
were found 1o endorse sumilar newsgathenng values of objecovity and
neutrality; however, reponiers were much more supporuve of an actvist
press although eventhey siopped short of endorsing direct intervention1n
the legslany e process In their interactions, both reporters and legislators
seek 10 control the exchanges and adopt individuz! styles to effect that end;
the combinano d confrontauons of these sty les determune the quabty
of newsgathenng and the likelihood of press impact
Four areas of press impact are presented which represent the breadth of
the polmcal consequences of press actvity : informanon, style, decision-
making structure, and policy Individually, they represent single facets of
. the 1nterface berween the insumtons of press and government. Examples
frgm both states demongirate informanonal tmpact to be the most frequent
tvpe Pohicy impact the most extreme form. 1s much mere rare and likehest
1o octur on 1ssues which invoh e the self-interest of the press, of the
legisiators or of an interest group '
The paper's findings demonstrate the deep penetraton of the press into
the lepsianye process A an integral although unoffiaal part of the
g0\ ernment system the press by 11s mere presence, 1S newsgathenng
. actvives, and 11s infortiational output. alters the nature of that system and
the behavior of 1ts other actors 1 a regular and continuous manner. No
great contros 13y or even pubhc potice accompanies this routine press
mvohement It 5 so embedded in the legslanve process that no one gives 1t
1 second thought ‘The physical presence of reporters 1n the mdst of
legislatve acovity 52 constant factor 1o legislanve business: by fulfilling
the normal résponsibilines of newsgathenng and reportng, they impact on
the process. If the press were removed, the character of the government
svstem would change The legslanve whole would no longer be whole
without one of 1ts paris
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BORROWED NEWS: LOOKING AT THE WORLD THROUGH

FOREIGN EYES Order No. 8123174

RiFFe, DaniEt, PuD The Umvershy of Tennessee, Y881 S0pp Major
Professor Eugene F Shaw

Thes study explored the phenomenon of second-hand foreign .
news the citationby American reporters.of foreign news media and
agencies as sources of news

Specically, the study sought evidence of a8 negative relationship
between a newspaper's reduced level of foreign correspondent
stafthng and its annual percentage of foreign news items contalr]ing
second-hand news A comparative case study design was used, and
data were collected through analysis of samples of the foreign news
conteht of the New York Times and Chicago Tribune for 1969-1879 .
mclusive The Tribune had reduced its staf! of full-tffie, Amencan .
ndents overseas during the 11.year perod, while the Times
staff size remained stable
he study aiso sought to identdy the quahitative labels used by
reporters {o specyty the partisan or controtied nature of the Sources
cited. and 1o determind if these labels were most Often used when
information contradicting that of the cited media spurce was not

vid
p“)No:!(:rect relationship was found between Statf size and the small
annual percentage of second-hand news Both papers gsidually
ncreased their percentage of items containing second’hand
nformation, Independent of both statf size and 0ve'rau reductions in
foreign coverage The Tribune's staff cut, however, did have some
wnpact on the 's choice of ongnat ts for items
containing second-hand news, the forced torely moreon g
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Labels were used most often to thdicate that cited media sources-
were government-controlied or partisan. particulariy in tems from the
socialist and third-world nations where contro! pf informationis
greatest Further, labeis were most hikely toi)e used when no |
information refuting a media source's asserlion was provided

The findings were viewed as positive tvidence of reporters’ or
sther gatekeepers’ awareness of therr critical role as purveyors of
foreign news Although they were faced with a newsgathering
environment that occasionally imited their access to all but advocacy
sources such as controtied.or partisan media. the reporters provided,
in many cases. qualfying labels that enabled readers to assess
meaningfully the cited source’s own special interest

-
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A RECONCEPTUALIZATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT:
THE BURGER COURT AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 1969-
’ : OrderNo. 8122664

+SCHWARTZ, THOMAS ALPHONSE, PH D Southern llinois University at
Carbondale, 1981 303pp. Majos Professor Dr. Harry W,
Stonecipher

The Supreme Court of the United States during the 1970's
¢ ftrequently has beer\attacked for being "anti-press” by journalists and
activists 1n the area of freedom of expression Cntics have charged .
that President Richard Nixon's four appointees to the Court have -
been at the forefront of cutbacks in freedom of the press Other
students of the Burger Court have defended its decisions in this area
as being consistent with Warren Court precedent and with the First
Amendmenty The inabilrty of legal scholals to reach a consensus
could be a function of the lack of a systematic means of assessing
recent law of press freedom and of ignorance of the judicial process
in connection with the First Amendment

By reconceptuahizing the First Amendment as a psyc hological
&‘nenswn of an ideology of Supreme Court justices. this study
suggests that Nixon appointees on the Burger Court have had less
favorabie attitudes toward freedom of press than have had non-Nixon
appointees Guttman scalogram analysis of the voting behawior of the
Justices and McQuitty's linkage analysis of therr opinion:joining and
opinion-writing behavior revealed distingt favorable and unfavorable
attitudinal blocs within the Court Justices Black, Douglas, Brennan,

1+ Stewart, Marshall, and Stevens generally have favorable attitudes
and Justices Harlan, White, Powell, Blackmun,, Rehnquist and
Chief Justice Burger generally have had unfavorable atthitudes These
blocs were sigble throughout controis for time and for sub-réferents,
i.e , ibel-privaty,"community order-national interest, community
moraiity, and farr trial-free press Measures of intensity of viewpoint of
the justices and cohesiveness of the blocs showed no significant
differences The Burger Court was found to be more favorable toward
the inshtutional med:a than toward non-institutional media, aithough
the type of press freedem adversary’was found to have no impact on
the Court's response to questions of press freedom Chief Justice
Burger and Justices Powell and V(hite were found.to be leaders of the
Nixon bloc, and Justites Stewart and Brennan were found to be
leaders of the ngn-Nixon bloc »

The author posited that contemporary conceptualizations and
operations of the First Amendment, for example, the “clear and
present danger” test, the "speech-action” approach, “absoldtism,”
"balancing of inferests,” and¢he “preferred position” thes:s are
unrealistic given the extent of the political and pdychological
involvement of the justices m determining the limits of the system of
freedam of expression A social scientific theory of the First
Amendment would be the only realistic kind of theory to propose
because it wouid be a practcal theory: t would be usetul for
hermeneytics and would account for the reairty of the judicial
process $tudents of mass communication law shouid be encouraged
to explorejsocial psychological approaches to the study of the First

nt, rather than confining themseives to a traditional
logy involving a value-laden, normative, and often-times

.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE INVASION OF PRIVACY TORT \
AND ITS NEWSWORTHINESS LIMITATIONS Order No. 8119371

SHARP, SALLIE MARTIN, Pt D The University of Texas at Ausnn }981
2pp Supervisor: Noms G Dawis A o

Ttte evolution of the invasion of pnvacy tort and the newsworthiness
hmitations on the tort are analyzed both 1n terms of commeén law and
federal Constntunonablaw The analysis of the modern invasion of pnivacy
tort and the Consutuuonal and common lawv hmitaugns on recovery for
invasion of privacy begins with analysis of the ongins'a{ the tort and s .
recogniuon and development at tommon law Because of the need for
conoriousgecommodation of press and individual inferests, this drscussion
i juxta with discussion of the development of the imitations which *
prot press from pnvacy acuons . :

Afuf tracing the regognition and development of the torf of invasion of |,
pnvacy, the study analy zes the nature 2hd scope of the common law
defenses of newsworthiness and other common law defenses which pretect
the press from pnvacy acnons The First Amendment to the United Sfates
Consutuuon also hrmuts recovery for the tort of invasion of privacy and the
development and evolution of the hmitations are analyzed common
law and Consntunonal law background provides a background for the
central focus of the disseration: the evoluton and elevation-of the common
law newsworthiness defense to 2 Consttutional mandate The study .
analy 2es a sample of federal and state court cases deaded dunng the 1967-
1981 penod to deterrmine 1f and how the newsworthiness defense 1s.being
ueated as a consututionally-based de‘ense to pnivacy suits The Supreme
Court of the United States has heldithat the First Amendment pvo%:u
some types of newsworthy speech from tnvasion of pnivacy judgments This
dissertanon studses the language 10 the Court’s invasion of pnvacy, hbel
and othe First Amendment opinions which gives weight {0 arguments that
all truthful speech concerning newsworthy topics 1 constitutionally
protested from invasion of pnvacy ton judgments ang, that false, non-
hbelous speech about events of pubkic interest to the public deserve

-equivalent protection
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s

The pohincal funcuon of Amencan newspapersidunng 1789-1816 has
received litle study by histonans. who tend to evaluate the press of the
penod very cnucally

Thus dissertaton 15 an auempt to{1) define more clearly the role ofd‘,
party press dunng the Federalist-Republican penod with especial attention
given 1o the relationship betwgen journalists and poliucians. 12) present
some critical znalysis of the major histoncal assumptions aboutthepres.r
and (3) offer a re-evaluanon of the party press bas¢d on its performance of
1ts Journalisuc and political roles. The dissertanon’s vanous chapiers assess
the umportance of the press in regard to pubhc opim6n, discuss the *
relationship of the press to pohucians, examine the pohucal functions of
the press, discugs thefnethods by which the press attempted to carry out its’
functions, examine the pohtical threats aimed at silencing edutors, and
evaluate the performance of the press and the tradinonal histoncal
interpretauons of the press 1n hight of this performance.

This dissertanon, taking exception to most of the assumpnons
n the tradinonal histonical interpretations, attempts to show (1) that the
press was a major instryment 1n the Federalists’ and Republicans” attempts
10 gain polincal domunance, (2) that the expected role of the press was one
measured by partisanship and not by performance of more recent
journalistic standards, (3) that the tradiuonal interpretanons are short-
sghted, and (4) that the performance of the party press was beuer than _
histonans have pereeived. > 4
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